U 15 Match Report: Cornwall v Gloucestershire 8 November 2009
Our first away match of the season took us on our longest journey to Truro, where we were welcomed by a Cornwall side that had been strengthened by several new faces since we last met. We too were a mixture of experienced players and some who were representing the county for only the second time, following our draw in our first fixture at home to Wiltshire on 28 October. 
Our girls were: Charis Wyatt, Zoe Balfour, Josephine Antoine, Meg Castle, Eleanor Pickin and Hannah Castle. We were very grateful that Hannah stepped in as a late substitute. Even though she is slightly too old (and therefore we had to forfeit those 5 games), she enjoyed the experience and performed very well – remarkable considering she only first put down her county cricket bat and picked up a badminton racket less than a year ago! The boys were Toby Woodford, Will Moss, Oliver Wintle, Anthony Gaylard, Michael Lyons and Jake Milton.
The singles followed a pattern familiar to this group for some years now, with the girls winning and the boys battling, but not coming out on top. The two three setters stood out. Ellie performed heroics in a game where every rally seemed to be a long one, when the slow shuttle refused to die. She eventually won the longest game of the day. On the other hand, Ollie lost the third set in his singles. To give credit where it is due, I observed his opponent play several exceptional shots in the final set and he was a worthy winner.
In the boys doubles, Will and Anthony had that experience we have all had – somehow grabbing defeat from the jaws of victory. From 20 – 18 in the first set of one game they lost 4 straight points to go down 20-22 and , having won the second set, somehow let slip a lead of 8 points in the third set and eventually lost to 19. Toby and Oliver won one of their games, but again it was the girls who dominated. Josephine and Meg are great competitors who seem to know what to do on the big points – they won three sets to 19, one to 18 and one 22-20. 
We are used to Charis and Zoe winning all their 5 games (though we should never take it for granted), so congratulations to them. Congratulations also go to Meg for achieving the same five wins, when she and Will won their mixed. A final mention is justified for the performance by Michael Lyons, playing with with Ellie, in the last mixed game. He followed the example she had set earlier in the day and fought very well, hitting countless smashes from the back (that slow shuttle again!), and seemed able to find a spot to aim at, usually cross court. Though they lost 18-21, 16-21 their opponents knew they had been in a game!
The final score was: Cornwall 21 Gloucestershire 15
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