U17 MATCH REPORT: DEVON v GLOUCESTERSHIRE   10 OCTOBER 2010
Our first match of the season was quite possibly our toughest, as we travelled to Exeter to play a strong and experienced Devon team.

The girls with the honour of representing their county were: Zoe Balfour, Charis Wyatt, Faye Brewster, Sophie Hall, Meg Castle and Ellie Pickin, while the boys were Ollie Wintle, Toby Woodford, Will Moir, Will Moss, James McGough and Michael Lyons. Notably, all but one of these 12 will still be eligible to play U17 next season! James was making his first appearance at county level.

For the first time I can remember we lost all the singles, though  we did have some close sets , with Charis losing one set 20-22, Faye gaining 18 in each (after leading 18-14 in one!) and Zoe pushing familiar opponent Alice Feesey close with a pair of 18s. As we say so often, playing in such high quality games is how to become better players, though of course we all want to win and are disappointed when we don’t!
The highlight of the doubles was the 3 wins from Zoe and Charis. One particular “get” at the net by Zoe was worthy of the Commonwealth Games competition, (where our coach Bex is currently enjoying the badminton.) In fact, Charis was bravely struggling with an injury which made the very high standard of their win against the top Devon pair (including limiting the opposition to 10 points in the second set) all the more satisfying. It was great to see Zoe’s broad smile at the end!
Good also to see Will Moss’ smile return, particularly in the doubles.(Sadly, we won’t be seeing that grin for at least two months, as he broke his collarbone playing rugby at school the next day).

Meg and Ellie lost one set 26-28, showing the fighting spirit reported on last season. Michael and Meg got to 17 in their last set, while the top two mixed games both went to 3 sets. We didn’t win any further games, though Ollie and Toby’s yellow shirts did dazzle!
The final score was Devon 33 Gloucestershire 3.

However, we were not downhearted and there was a great atmosphere at the end, when all the players sat round to support Ollie and Charis in the deciding set of the last game.  

Thanks to Devon for making us welcome and especially for the home made cakes!  

Special thanks to Martin Brewster, who was acting coach for the day

Our next SW league fixture is at home against Dorset on 14 November, but there is much badminton to be played and enjoyed before then!
Steve Moss (U17 Team Manager)
